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NEAT Contacts

The NEAT Contacts list is used to communicate between NEAT and representatives of our member associations. To ensure that your name is on this list, email Wendy Ross. You will be given details of how to access the list.

NEAT Website

Several of our member associations use NEAT to host their websites. To visit these or to read other information about NEAT’s activities, visit the NEAT website http://www.pa.ash.org.au/neat/
Schedule of Meetings

The Executive meets several times during the year and always three weeks prior to our general meetings. If there is any issue you would like to have raised, please contact an Executive member or, better still, come along to the general meeting to present the matter and lead discussion about it yourself.
If this newsletter is addressed to the wrong person or is sent to the wrong address, please notify Wendy Ross so that our records can be corrected.
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From the President

Following the AGM in late November, the NEAT Executive has met three times to discuss issues and make plans for the future. Initial discussion included a review of the stated purposes and objectives of NEAT; we would like to pursue this discussion with members during the year.  We have also undertaken initial planning for the two projects for which NEAT has received funding: the Teaching Australia Promoting Professional Learning Project (coordinated by Margaret Kelly) and the DEST Values Education Project (coordinated by Karen Clark and Bernard Knight).  Reports on these projects will be part of the General Meeting on March 22. Other priorities for this year include updating of the website, increasing membership and improving communication across associations.  We are also interested in discussing with members a significant NEAT initiative for 2007.

Earlier this month, I attended the annual national meeting and AGM of the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations (AJCPTA) with Kathy Morgan, Wendy Ross and Karen Clark. This meeting helped us understand the important issues and challenges being faced by professional associations around the country and provided us with advice on meeting the requirements of the key projects for which NEAT is accountable.  Links to the AJCPTA website will be accessible through the NEAT website in the near future.

On behalf of NEAT, I would like to congratulate Executive member Kathy Morgan who has been nominated for membership to the Teaching Australia Board.  I am confident Kathy will do an excellent job at representing the interests of Tasmanian teachers and advocating on behalf of all Australian educators.

First General Meeting for 2006

The first general meeting for this year will take place from 4:00 – 5:15 on Wednesday, 22 March in the Level 3 Meeting room 15 at School Education Division, Olinda Grove, Mount Nelson. Further dates will be confirmed at this meeting.


NEAT offers its members:

· contact with the broader educational community

· opportunities to share issues of common interest

· a combined voice on national and state educational issues

· help with online communication 

· free hosting of your association website

Member associations of NEAT are also members of the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations (AJCPTA).

Teaching Australia

Teaching Australia – Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership was launched in Canberra on 5 December 2005 as the new national body for the teaching profession. Formerly known as NIQTSL, Teaching Australia seeks to advance and support the quality of teaching and school leadership in Australian schools and strengthen the standing of the profession through work in the areas of professional standards, accreditation of teacher preparation programs, professional learning and school leadership.

NEAT is helping to shape the work of the national body through its affiliation with AJCPTA. Kathy Morgan, a member of the NEAT Executive, will be attending a number of Board meetings during the year and will report regularly to members.

2006 National Awards for Quality Schooling

Congratulations to Margaret Meijers, who was formally recognised for her outstanding achievements at an award ceremony in Parliament House, Canberra on 27 February 2006. Margaret, a member of TASITE and teacher at New Town High School, received the award for Best National Achievement by a teacher. Nominations for next year’s awards will be invited in the near future and NEAT members will be informed of key dates.

Tasmanian Professional Teaching Standards

The AGQTP-funded Tasmanian Professional Teaching Standards Framework will be published in the first half of 2006.  NEAT was represented on the Standards Oversight Committee by David Billing.  The Standards are owned jointly by the DoE, Catholic and Independent systems and have been endorsed by key stakeholders in the education community.  Five professional associations were funded to provide detailed feedback and advice during the developmental stage.

What you can do for NEAT:
· Ask a member of your executive to be the NEAT representative for your association so that NEAT matters are brought forward at your meetings

· Provide input into the future directions of NEAT, including ways of supporting the activities of your professional association




National Values Education Framework Project

NEAT is committed to supporting this project and is undertaking a number of initiatives to help associations disseminate information and materials. Jan Kiernan is the Values Contact Officer for Tasmania and is offering schools a range of professional learning sessions and support materials.  Please contact Jan by email jan.kiernan@education.tas.gov.au if you would like more information.  

Many of the programs being offered by School Education Division in 2006 have strong links to Values Education. The following have particular relevance.


For more information, refer to the professional learning brochure 

http://www.ecentre.education.tas.gov.au/C11/PLP2006/Document%20Library/ProfessionalLearningProgram2006.pdf
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The purposes of this Newsletter are to:


inform member associations about �NEAT’s ongoing activities,


seek direction and advice from member associations as required, and 


promote the interests of professional associations in Tasmania.








NEAT Contacts








First General Meeting


Wednesday March 22, 2005


4.00 pm – 5.15 pm


Level 3 Meeting Room, School Education Division, Olinda Grove, Mount Nelson





Reports on Teaching Australia and Values Education Projects (Margaret Kelly, Karen Clark and Bernard Knight)





Discussion of the roles of Teaching Australia and AJCPTA





Discussion of future directions for NEAT: purposes, membership, requirements, advocacy and future possibilities








Refreshments will be provided.





Social Responsibility


Acting democratically


Value education – the way ahead


Thinking


Historical inquiry


Literary inquiry


Philosphical inquiry


Scientific inquiry


Aesthetic inquiry


Mathematical inquiry





Communicating


Intercultural language learning


Exploring the Being Information literate key element


Personal Futures


Understanding Wellbeing


Mindmatters


Learners and Learning


The Essential Learnings through an Aboriginal perspective








