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With funding from NEAT and LSS I was able to attend the 2010 HTAA History Teachers’ Conference hosted by the History Teachers’ Association of NSW.  This was a particularly worthwhile opportunity as we prepare, over the next few years, to introduce a National History Curriculum.   My focus was to choose, wherever possible, workshops that focused on 21st century pedagogy for the teaching of History.  Each of the three days began with keynote addresses as follows:

Keynote Addresses
Day I – Dr Michael McKernan: Fashions in History
Dr Michael McKernan taught History at the University of New South Wales, then worked at the Australian War Memorial and is now a consultant historian, battlefield tour guide and broadcaster. His keynote highlighted the importance of History reaching diverse audiences and the need to bring the human side back into History.  The focus he promotes is the History of ordinary people, on emotion and on telling a good story through narrative.
Day 2 – Professor Geoffrey Garrett: The Obama Presidency & American Power in the 21st Century

Professor Geoffrey Garrett is founding CEO of the United States Studies Centre and Professor of Political Science at the University of Sydney.   He is a dual citizen of Australia and the US, earning his MA and PhD at Duke University in North Carolina, where he was a Fulbright Scholar.
Professor Garrett focused on the importance of the America – China relationship and the building of alliances in the Pacific. Believes the Australia – American alliance is rock solid so doesn’t get much coverage. Obama is far more popular outside his country than inside it, constraining his ability to change the direction of American foreign policy. The address assessed the pluses and minuses of the international relations of Obama's America against the backdrop of unprecedented expectations but also unprecedented challenges, such as the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and the economic downturn that has had consequences all over the world. 
Day 3 – Professor Erica McWilliam:  The 21st Century Teacher: sage on the stage, guide on the side or meddler in the middle?
Erica McWilliam is an internationally recognised scholar in the field of pedagogy.  She has been instrumental in establishing and leading the Creative Workforce Research Program in the Centre of Excellence for Creative Industries and Innovation since 2006.  Erica has recently been appointed as Education Futurist to the professional learning community at Brisbane Girls Grammar School.

Erica began with a quote: “A sage steers by the bright light of confusion and doubt” Chuang Tzu – Taoist 4 AD.  History should turn things on its head, rather than be a story of unrelenting progress.  It should include ethics; history of ideas and questions about what constitutes progress.  As with other pedagogy thinking in History should involve rigor and challenge.  A teacher needs to be all three: sometimes a sage on the stage, providing background information; and a guide on the side as students are working; and finally a meddler in the middle – shaping thinking, challenging and playing with ideas – Coffee House Learning – Jean Paul Sartre – Atelier.  Technology should be used for more than information delivery 
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 civic participation.  Meddler in the Middle    Usefully ignorant; seriously playful; epistemologically agile; pedagogical weaver.  
For more information about Erica’s pedagogical stance view her PowerPoint at http://austcolled.com.au/ace-road-2009
Workshops 

History Wars – A Global Perspective Dr R Guyver, University College St Mark & St John & Assoc. Prof Tony Taylor, Monash University

Australia is not alone in experiencing controversy around the construction of a history curriculum.  Historians promote different interpretations and there are potential disagreements over pedagogy in the sense of teaching and learning styles, methods and approaches.  Some of the common areas for concern is inclusion of the history of Indigenous peoples and the role of identities; questions about the relationship between content and skills; getting meaning out of an imperial or colonial past, using social and economic as well as political history, discriminating between present day and past values and, overall, finding a usable sense of trajectory when deploying history as part of education for citizenship.  Also, is there a case for cross–party political consensus over the history curriculum? 
Remixing & Re–Engaging With History Using Wikis, Weebly & Wetpaint

Dr Carroll, the School of Education, Australian Catholic University 

History teachers need innovative pedagogical perspectives that are enriched by technology, are student–centric and dynamic to engage generation Y. 
This workshop examined how to use ICT to develop higher–order thinking, problem–solving learning and engagement with the past. It showed how teachers of History might use ICT rich pedagogy to create opportunities for interaction with Web 2.0 technologies.

Web 2 Sites

Prezi www.prezi.com
Wiki  http://weeblywetpaintwiki.wikispaces.com
Treasure Trove for History Teachers
Brendan Dahl, Education Manager, National Library of Australia

This was one of the most useful sessions I attended. We explored the National Library of Australia’s new online search engine Trove. Trove holds a wealth of information in various Australian collections, contained in books, pictures, maps, digitised newspapers, archived websites and manuscripts – and all through one simple search.  http://trove.nla.gov.au/
Unlearning How to Teach History 
Cameron Paterson, Mentor of Learning & Teaching, Shore School, North Sydney

Highlighted creativity, social networking sites, YouTube and Blogs for teaching History, with an overall focus on pedagogy and the following questions:

Questions
What is the link between intelligence and creativity?
Are we producing battery hens or free range chickens?
What if learning was compulsory and attendance optional? 
Is imagination the driver of creativity?
How is technology changing our notion of community?
Does standardised testing result in standardised teaching? 
Why are K-6 educators so open-minded?
Are schools babysitting centres?
How can we make teaching a career of choice?
Is learning more about networks or textbooks?
Are high achievers in exams our most resilient learners?
Does school reward formulaic learners over creative learners?
How do we customise learning on a mass scale?
How worthwhile is testing for knowledge that can be obtained from a Google search? 
If students expect to be spoon-fed is it their fault or mine?
Should we be delivering content or building creative capacity?
How do we encourage curiosity and a sense of wonder?
How do we prepare students to use technology in ways that expand their global connections?
Should we get students to publish work online rather than hand it in?
How do we make school more like a laboratory than a factory?
How do we develop teachers’ abilities to operate in a less rigid and controlling environment?
How do we include educators in the political process of educational reform?
Cameron gave some interesting ideas:
One Minute Essay

1. What were the most important points today?   

2. What questions do you have?
Archaeology and the National Curriculum
Dr Kate da Costa, ARC Post–doctoral Fellow, Dept. of Archaeology, University of Sydney

The difference between Archaeology and History is not just in the nature of sources – material culture vs. textual sources – but in approach and in the questions that can be answered. The draft new national curriculum relies heavily on archaeological material, especially in year 7, and in studies of social history. 

How can material culture studies be well integrated into teaching in the classroom, given the training of most history teachers is based on text studies?  Kate gave an excellent BBC website to respond to the above question. 

History of the World in 100 Objects makes it possible.

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/a_history_of_the_world.aspx
World History:  What is it and what does it look like in the Secondary Classroom?  Tracy Sullivan, Director, Australian History Museum, Macquarie University

Tracey’s presentation was based on research undertaken in the United States as part of a 2009 Churchill Fellowship to study the teaching of World History in the secondary classroom. As the prospect of implementing a national curriculum with a world history focus in years 7–10 moves closer the presentation  focused on defining and explaining key aspects of a pedagogical framework for the teaching of world history to secondary students.  i.e.

World History is interdisciplinary – natural crossovers with Geography & Science

Comparative – Looks at interconnections e.g. the reason we’re looking at Ancient Rome is…

Inquiry—based: Why did humans move? 

Teaching Historiography through Film, Bruce Dennett, Macquarie University
Film
The presentation focused on film having the potential to energise, enrich and refine history teaching according to how it is used.  Bruce’s premise is that History should not be academic, but an emotional story. Students can also critically examine films for anachronism and inaccuracies. E.g. A Knight’s Tale.

Historiography
Historiography is as much a part of history as chronology and yet it is often neglected. 
By teaching historiography (the writing of history based on scholarly disciplines such as the analysis and evaluation of source materials) through film apparently arcane and complex concepts of historiography can be made clear to a diverse range of students.

Turning History into Stories and Stories into History – 
Subtitle: What we can learn from Queen Victoria's Underpants
Jackie French, novelist
From the World War I trenches of A Rose for the Anzac Boys to the social revolution begun by Queen Victoria's public approval of underpants, or how our view of 1770's exploration can be changed by the tale of Captain Cook's goat, the session looked at true stories behind the novels, and the difference between writing history books and creating historical fiction, and the role both can play in education. 

Jackie French, Historical Novels   http://www.jackiefrench.com/historical.html
Resources for Teaching Primary History
Kate Smyth, University of Sydney

The session looked at how to identify, select and locate great resources and ideas for teaching different historical concepts to primary children.  It also investigated a range of resources available for teachers to develop their own understanding of history. 

www.thinkinghistory.co.uk
www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au
www.historicalthinkingmatters.org
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