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NEAT Contacts

The NEAT Contacts list is used to communicate between NEAT and representatives of our member associations. To ensure that your name is on this list, email Wendy Ross. You will be given details of how to access the list.

NEAT Website

The NEAT website has been re-designed and is about to go live. The new site will be much easier to use. The site will continue to contain key information and important links. If you would like information to be included on the site, please contact charles.morgan@education.tas.gov.au
If this newsletter is addressed to the wrong person or is sent to the wrong address, please notify Wendy Ross so that our records can be corrected.
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From the President

The NEAT Executive has met regularly during the year to discuss issues and make plans for the future. There have also been two general meetings. The first meeting included reports on Teaching Australia and Values Education Projects, discussion of the roles of Teaching Australia and AJCPTA, and discussion of future directions for NEAT. The second meeting was led by Jan Kiernan, who discussed the National Values Education Project and shared materials developed for schools. The third meeting was led by Ellie Scott on planning to improve learning outcomes for Aboriginal students. 

In September, Margaret Kelly and Wendy Ross attended a board meeting of the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations (AJCPTA). This meeting helped them understand the important issues and challenges being faced by professional associations around the country and provided them with advice on meeting the requirements of the key projects for which NEAT is accountable. Links to the AJCPTA website will be accessible through the new NEAT website. 

NEAT hosted a stall at the 2006 University of Tasmania Exhibition by Bachelor of Teaching students and there was a great deal of interest from future teachers in professional associations. This was a key opportunity for NEAT to communicate with future members and I strongly suggest that NEAT make an annual commitment to the event.

A significant initiative has been NEAT’s response to the Teachers Registration Board Tasmania’s discussion paper entitled The Guidelines, Approval Process and Graduate Teacher Standards for Pre-service Teacher Education Courses. Margaret Kelly and I attended a round table to discuss feedback on the paper with other respondents in November.

On behalf of NEAT, I would like to congratulate Executive member Kathy Morgan who has been elected to the Teaching Australia Board. I would like to thank the members of the Executive for their work during the year to ensure that NEAT is able to represent the interests of Tasmanian teachers.

Charles Morgan
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Minister for Education David Bartlett visits the NEAT Stall at the University Exhibition


NEAT offers its members:

· contact with the broader educational community

· opportunities to share issues of common interest

· a combined voice on national and state educational issues

· help with online communication 

· free hosting of your association website

Member associations of NEAT are also members of the Australian Joint Council of Professional Teaching Associations (AJCPTA).

Teaching Australia

Teaching Australia seeks to advance and support the quality of teaching and school leadership in Australian schools and strengthen the standing of the profession through work in the areas of professional standards, accreditation of teacher preparation programs, professional learning and school leadership.

NEAT is helping to shape the work of the national body through its affiliation with AJCPTA. Kathy Morgan, a member of the NEAT Executive, will be attending a number of Board meetings during the year and will report regularly to members.

Tasmanian Professional Teaching Standards

The AGQTP-funded Tasmanian Professional Teaching Standards Framework were published. The Standards are owned jointly by the DoE, Catholic and Independent systems and have been endorsed by key stakeholders in the education community. Five professional associations were funded to provide detailed feedback and advice during the process of development.

What you can do for NEAT:
· Ask a member of your executive to be the NEAT representative for your association so that NEAT matters are brought forward at your meetings
· Provide input into the future directions of NEAT, including ways of supporting the activities of your professional association .

National Values Education Framework Project

NEAT is committed to supporting this project and is undertaking a number of initiatives to help associations disseminate information and materials. Jan Kiernan is the Values Contact Officer for Tasmania and is offering schools a range of professional learning sessions and support materials. Please contact Jan by email jan.kiernan@education.tas.gov.au if you would like more information. 




	Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 29 November 2006

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm

Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania

1.
AGM

2.
Reports on Teaching Australia and Values Education       Projects

3
Guest speaker (to be announced)

Refreshments will be provided.


Values Education Forum at Collinsvale Primary

[image: image2.jpg]



Collinsvale students and their mural
Collinsvale Primary celebrated its diverse enrichment programmes at its values education school forum on 2 August 2006. 

The acting principal, Kathy Morgan, explained the focus of their activities at the launch of their new school song and mural: 

One of my goals for this year was to capitalise on opportunities to provide extension and enrichment programmes for our students and to build on the fantastic leadership programmes already in place. Our whole school focus on the value of Responsibility and on our school logo ‘Caring and Sharing’ combined with a successful Australian Government values education grant was the starting point for our work for this forum. 
The students commented that it was exciting to be involved in the eight-week project, with community members pitching in at weekends and after school to make sure everything was ready for the opening. 

The song was launched and the mural unveiled by David Bartlett, the Tasmanian Minister for Education, who recalled having been involved in a similar exercise in his primary school days. He congratulated the volunteers on their commitment to ‘making a difference in the lives of the students, and enhancing not only education but also the community life around the school.’ He also added, ‘Both [the mural and song] will remain part of the school to inspire future generations of students to work together and look after their classmates and teachers.’
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The purposes of this Newsletter are to:


inform member associations about �NEAT’s ongoing activities


seek direction and advice from member associations as required


promote the interests of professional associations in Tasmania.
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